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Louisiana Photographic Society  
meets on the third Thursday of each 

month at the 
 

Baton Rouge Garden Center 
7950 Independence Blvd. 

Baton Rouge, LA 
 

Across from Louisiana State Police 
Headquarters 

 

Visitors are always welcome! 
 

Membership dues are $25/year 
Each additional family member $5/year 

 
 

MARCH EVENTS 
 

March 17 
Louisiana Photographic Society Monthly 
Meeting  
Speaker Jay Patel 
Vacation photography and HDR 
7:00 pm 

 

March 18 
Accepted prints drop off deadline 
Art Council of Greater Baton Rouge 
Community Gallery 
427 Laurel Street 
Baton Rouge, LA 70801 
5:00 pm 
 

March 19 
Canon Explorers of Light Workshop 
with Lewis Kemper 
Louisiana State Archives Auditorium 
3860 Essen Lane 
Baton Rouge, LA 70809 
9:00 am—9:00 pm 
 

Jay Patel 
Vacation Photography and HDR 

 

March 17, 2011 Program Speaker 
 

I came to Baton Rouge in 1967 to study chemical engi-
neering at LSU. I made a good living working at local 
chemical companies. I enjoyed designing, building, and 
starting up major chemical plants, and designing new 
plastic products for automobiles and household food con-
tainers. Thanks to my retirement in 2006, I have the free-
dom to do what I enjoy the best – photography. Twenty 

years ago, I bought my first Ricoh SLR camera and a couple of lenses. I knew right 
away that this is something I would enjoy doing for a long time. A few years later I 
bought a couple of Nikon F4s and three lenses. Then digital photography came 
along, and five years ago I bought a Canon 5d, three telephoto lenses, and Photo-
shop. 
 

I have learned photography by trial and error, and through attending a few Canon 
workshops.  Of course, LPS has also been a great source of learning, as well as 
making new friends with similar interest. My photography has brought me tremen-
dous joy, and it has changed the way I look at the world through my lens. I do the 
majority of my photography on my vacation trips. Through photography I have 
learned to appreciate God’s beauty, and find connection with nature. When I look at 
the Grand Canyon, watching the layers over layers representing millions of years of 
history, my life merely looks like a blip on God’s radar. Nature puts things in per-
spective for me, and I try to do the best I can to enjoy my life each day without tak-
ing things for granted. 
 

Last May, my wife Angela and I spent one month in Northern Arizona, Southern 
Utah and parts of Colorado and New Mexico. I have never seen so many beautiful 
rocks of different colors, shapes and sizes. I am excited to share some of my images 
from this trip. Right before the trip, I attended a Canon workshop and learned about 
High Dynamic Range (HDR) photography. This was very timely, and it helped me 
to improve the quality of my images. During my presentation, I will share a few 
things about HDR, and about my photography equipment and how I carry it during 
the trip, as well as on photography hikes. 

 —Jay Patel 

For details about these and other Louisiana 
Photographic Society activities, please visit 

our website at:  
 

http://www.laphotosociety.com/  

Happy Mardi Gras! 

To me, photography is an art of observa-
tion. It's about finding something interest-
ing in an ordinary place... I've found it has 
little to do with the things you see and 
everything to do with the way you see 
them. 

—Elliott Erwitt 
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2011 OFFICERS 
 
President: 

Tom Stigall 
president@laphotosociety.com 

 
Vice President: 

Elizabeth Mangham 
vicepresident@laphotosociety.com 

 
Past President: 

Jay Patel 
pastpresident@laphotosociety.com 

 
Secretary: 

Helen Haw 
secretary@laphotosociety.com 

 
Treasurer: 

Linda Medine (Interim) 
treasurer@laphotosociety.com 

 
Newsletter Editor: 

David Arbour 
newslettereditor@laphotosociety.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Louisiana Photographic Society is a 
member of the Gulf States Camera Club 
Council.  The GSCCC Newsletter is avail-
able at:   
 

(  http://www.gulfstatesccc.org/html/
newsletters.html  ) 

Louisiana Photographic Society Print Critique Invitation 
 
Who:   Members of the Louisiana Photographic Society 
When:   April 16, 2011 (doors open at 9:00 am) 
Where:  Jones Creek Library 
 
Objective 
To encourage participation in a fun sharing of ideas, and an enlightening sharing of 
the critique panel's reactions to the images submitted by club members. This is not a 
photo contest, but more of a study group in which a panel of 5 experienced photog-
raphers will share their comments, both positive and constructive. The panel will 
use the 12 elements of a critique (impact, creativity, technical excellence, composi-
tion, lighting, style, presentation, center of interest, subject matter, color balance, 
technique, and storytelling) as a basic guide. 
 
Submissions 
Members may submit up to three photographs for review. They may be of any sub-
ject, in color or black and white. They must be board mounted (preferably acid free 
foam core). The mounting board may be flush with the image, or it may extend be-
yond the image (recommended: 2" beyond the image). The image must be a mini-
mum of 196 sq. inches (12" x 16"), and cannot exceed 320 sq. inches (16" x 20"). 
 
Viewing 
To be consistently fair, the images will be displayed on an easel in front of a black 
background, and viewed from a distance of six feet. They will be illuminated by two 
70 watt lamps at a 45 degree angle to the image. 
 
Summary 
The critique panel encourages all club members to participate. It is the panel's goal 
to share our various experiences with LPS members. Remembering that everyone 
has different tastes, let's appreciate and grow from this program. There isn't a right 
or a wrong way to create a photograph, merely preferences. 
 
Application 
 

(Required for each image) 

 
Cut and adhere this application to the back of your image. 
 
Email Bernard Gillette: gillettephoto@aol.com 
 
Deadline April 9, 2011 with the above information. (We need a head count.) 

http://www.psa-photo.org/ 

http://www.gulfstatesccc.org/ 

Entrant's Name:   

Image Title:   

Subject:   

Phone:   

E-mail:   

Entry No. 
(Assigned by Panel)  
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 March 2011 Monthly Competition 
 

Medium: Digital Projection     Theme: None 
Thursday, March 17, 2011 

 
The medium for the March 2011 monthly competition will be Digital Projection.  
There is no theme. 
 

LPS Monthly Competitions are open to LPS members, who may submit two images 
each month. 
 

To be eligible for the March competition, members must follow the requirements 
laid out in the “Digital Projection Competition Guidelines” document and the 
“Checklist for Entering Digital Competition” document found on the LPS website at 
 

(http://www.laphotosociety.com/userfiles/Checklist%20for%20Entering%
20Digital%20Competition.pdf) 

 

(http://www.laphotosociety.com/docs/
digital_projection_competition_guidelines.pdf) 

2011 COORDINATORS 
 
Digital Projection: 

Gene Bachman 
dpcontestcoordinator@laphotosociety.com 

 
Education: 

Ray Totty 
educationcoordinator@laphotosociety.com 
 

Equipment: 
Vacancy 
Volunteer needed! 

 
Exhibits: 

Kathy Reeves 
exhibitcoordinator@laphotosociety.com 

 
Facebook: 

Stephanie Ross 
facebookcoordinator@laphotosociety.com 

 
Field Trips: 

David Dendy 
fieldtripcoordinator@laphotosociety.com 

 
GSCCC Representative: 

Darelyn Marshall 
GSCCCcoordinator@laphotsociety.com 
 

Library: 
Patsy Cooper 
librarycoordinator@laphotosociety.com 
 

Monthly Competition: 
Barry Spears 
monthlycompetitioncoordinator@laphotosociety.com 

 
Programs: 

Linda Medine 
programscoordinator@laphotosociety.com 
 

Refreshment: 
Vacancy 
Volunteer needed! 
 

Website: 
Elizabeth Mangham 
websitecoordinator@laphotsociety.com 

LPS Members are encouraged to 
submit photographs and articles for 
inclusion in FOCUS, the Louisiana 
Photographic Society Newsletter. 
 

Items received up to 3 days before the 
end of the month will be included in 
the following month’s newsletter. 
 

Send your submissions to: 
newslettereditor@laphotosociety.com 

Big Daddy Blue 
 

I had been wanting to purchase a 50 mm 
f1.4 lens for it's speed and depth of field 
advantage. When it arrived, I of course 
was eager to try it out. A friend of mine 
invited me to Zachary and "Teddy's Juke 
Joint." If you haven’t been, it's worth the 
experience. 
  

The featured artist was Mike "Big Daddy 
Blue" Chambliss.  The dimly lit room and 
the stage lights offered the challenge I 
sought. Big Daddy did not mind my 

getting in close with the 50 mm; he did his thing and I did mine. 
  

I came home, and overall I was pleased with the results. After deleting the out-of-
focus images, I made Big Daddy a CD of my favorites and invited him to use the 
images as wished - as a CD cover for example. 
  

Two and a half years passed, when I 
received a call from his wife. Big Daddy 
Blue was diagnosed with lung cancer, 
and at best had three weeks to live. 
  

Suzanne wanted to order some photos of 
Mike. She expressed her gratitude for my 
creating the images and forwarding them 
to her on a CD. As we reviewed her 
order, we paused many times as she cried 
and thanked me countless times for the 
photos. 
 

I guess the moral of this story is that 
you'll never know how much your photos 
will mean to someone. If not today, someday. I am saddened by the news, but 
grateful that I was able to bring some happiness to a very sad lady.  
 

—Bernard Gillette 
 

Editor’s Note: Mike “Big Daddy Blue” Chambliss died on Sunday, February 20, 2011. 
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LPS Member Notes IN COMING MONTHS 
 

Programs 
 

April 21, 2011 
Earl Arboneaux 
Award winning LPS member 
 

May 19, 2011 
Daria Doyle 
Renaissance Gallery 
 

June 16, 2011 
Dr. Malcolm Vidrine 
Author, The Cajun Prairie 
 

July 21, 2011 
Dr. Leon DeMent 
Bird Photography 
 

August 18, 2011 
John Ballance 
The Advocate 
 

September 15, 2011 
Print Critique 
LPS members 
 

October 20, 2011 
Frank Relle 
Frank Relle Photo 
 

November 17, 2011 
Aaron Hogan 
Eye Wander Photo 
 

December 15, 2011 
Christmas party 
 

 

Educational 
 

April 16, 2011 
Print Critique Workshop 
with Bernard Gillette 
 

May 14, 2011 
Photoshop Elements Workshop 
with Jay Patel 
 

July 23, 2011 
Travel Photography Workshop 
with Tom Stigall 
 

September 10, 2011 
Volunteer needed to prepare this 
workshop 
 

November 12, 2011 
What You Want for Christmas 

Find us on Facebook at:  
 

( www.facebook.com/group.php?
gid=118222914902488 ) 

LPS offers its members educational 
classes by request. 

LPS member Mark Lagrange won first place in the Chasing the Light Juried Pho-
tography contest “BIRDS—The Avian Persona,” with his photograph “Dance of 
the Cranes”. 
 

Chasing The Light Juried Photography presents outstanding, award winning images 
to select Professional Photo Editors and Art Directors as well as the general public 
on a regular basis. 
 

Talented photographers from around the world enter their themed competitions.  
All inquiries for publication and print sales are referred directly to the photogra-
pher. 

FIRST PLACE: "Dance of the Cranes" by Mark Lagrange, Louisiana. 
Canon EOS 5D, 600mm f/4L IS USM, 1/1250 sec f/8 

Your first 10,000 photographs are 
your worst.  
 

—Henri Cartier-Bresson 

 

Where Do You Go? 
 

Where are your favorite places to make photographs?  As spring approaches, the 
urge to get outdoors pulls on us all.   
 

S e n d  y o u r  i d e a s  f o r  s h o r t  p h o t o g r a p h y  g e t a w a y s  t o 
(newslettereditor@laphotosociety.com), and we will compile a list for publication 
in a future issue of Focus.   
 

What we are looking for here are opportunities that are close to home - nothing 
lengthier than a day trip.  Feel free to send as many destinations as you like, with a 
short statement about what draws you to the location. 
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IN COMING MONTHS 
 

Exhibits 
 

March 28, 2011 
Exhibit opens 
Art Council of Greater Baton Rouge 
Community Gallery 
 

April 8, 2011 
Reception 
Art Council of Greater Baton Rouge 
Community Gallery 
6:00—8:00 pm 
 

May 6, 2011 
Exhibit close and photo pickup 
Art Council of Greater Baton Rouge 
Community Gallery 
 

May 29, 2011 
Hang date 
Jones Creek Regional Library 
2:30 pm 
 

June 26, 2011 
Take down 
Jones Creek Regional Library 
2:30 pm 
 

July 5, 2011 
Hang date 
Louisiana State Archives  
10:00 am 
 

July 24, 2011 
Take down 
Louisiana State Archives  
11:00 am 
 

September 3, 2011 
Hang Date 
Greenwell Springs Regional Library 
10:00 am 
 

October 1, 2011 
Take down 
Greenwell Springs Regional Library 
11:00 am 
 

 

Additional Exhibit details at: 
 

( http://www.laphotosociety.com/
exhibits.php ) 

#10—Color Balance 
 

Colors that are harmonious can provide great emotional appeal.  Non-harmonious 
colors can evoke diverse feelings.  How does the color in the photograph affect 
the viewer? 

 

The LPS website has a new, quick 
checklist for preparation of images 
for digital projection competitions.  
The  new checklist can be found 
on the Monthly Competition page 
of the website, or by using this 
link: 
 

(http://www.laphotosociety.com/
userfiles/Checklist%20for%

20Entering%20Digital%
20Competition.pdf) 

The 12 Elements of a Merit Image 
 

The  Professional Photographers Association uses 12 elements as the “gold stan-
dard” for judging the qualities of an image.  We started with number 12, and will 
count up to number 1 as the year progresses. 

Ribbons of Color 
by Earl Arboneaux 

Camera Gear for Sale 
 
LPS Member Dana Voss has the following equipment for sale.  Pictures and de-
tailed information about the items below can be found on her website: 
 
http://www.danacvoss.com/Lagniappe/Canon-for-sale/15887673_Wp8ux 
 
Asking prices: 
Canon EF 24-70mm f/2.8 L USM: $1,200  
 
Canon Speedlite 220EX: $80 
Canon Speedlite 420EX + Lumiquest mini softbox: $200 
 
Lowepro Nova 2 AW: $30  
Tamrac TEK bag: $15 
 
Canon Wireless Remote Control RC1: $20 
Hoya R72 Infrared filter 58mm: $40 
Hoya UV-PL-CIR 58mm: $20 
Compact Flash Memory Card: 8GB = $30 
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Get Out in the Field  
 

An unsung hero of the Louisiana Photographic Society is field trip coordinator David Dendy.  I know, because I have been 
with David and others on several field trips.  All have been enjoyable and challenging.  David takes the lead in arranging for 
a meeting time and place, planning the itinerary, and generally directing traffic.  His unassuming and helpful manner makes 
the event not only pleasurable, but also a great introduction to LPS camaraderie.  You should expect to come back from one 
of David's field trips with photographs you can be proud of. 
 

A field trip to Lake Martin and Jefferson Island in the spring 
of 2009 was particularly memorable.  One of my photographs 
from this outing was later sold after it was placed on exhibit.  
Having one's work appreciated enough to end in  a sale is al-
ways satisfying. 
 

We started out from the Garden Center early on a Saturday 
morning.  As I recall, there were two or three cars in our cara-
van.  We headed in the direction of St. Martinville where we 
later enjoyed lunch together at a local cafe.  This was an op-
portunity for conversation and good-natured debate.  St. Mar-
tinville is an interesting Cajun community, and we spent the 
better part of an hour just strolling around and exploring sev-
eral storefronts. 
 

Earlier in the day, we photographed unique swamp scenes, 
including alligators and birds in their native habitat.  David 
was always available to answer questions or hand out bottled 
water from his ice chest.  We ambled across wooden walk-
ways that made it easy to get close-ups of Cypress trees and 
water creatures in the open shade.  From other vantage points, 
we could use the walkways as props for photographs of peo-
ple. 
 

In the afternoon, we visited nearby Jefferson Island and the 
local waterfowl rookery.  There were ibis, egrets, cormorants, 
herons, and roseate spoonbills in abundance.  I was able to 
capture images of several wading birds, as well as some 
roosting in trees.  But birds in flight are a different matter.  It 
takes quick reflexes and alertness, in addition to a fast shutter 
speed and long lens to succeed with these fast-moving sub-
jects.  At the end of the day, we returned to Lake Martin to 
catch the sunset over the water.  It was after dark when we 
arrived back in Baton Rouge, tired but looking forward to the 
next field trip. 
 

Comparing gear and discussing preferred equipment for na-
ture photography naturally emerged as topics of conversation.  
Even with a telephoto adapter effectively doubling the stan-
dard focal length of my zoom lens, I was no match for the 
300 mm long lenses some in our party were using.  Still, I 
refused to fall back on digital zoom to augment optical zoom.  
I reasoned that I could always enlarge my images in post 
processing the digital files. 
 

Other enjoyable field trips have been to the New Orleans Zoo, down the Old River Road, over to the LSU Ag Field Station 
in Hammond, and to Natchez, Mississippi.  If you have not been taking advantage of the field trips, you are missing out on 
one of the most satisfying activities LPS has to offer.  Spring and fall are the most popular seasons for getting out in the 
field with a camera.  Speak with David and ask him what he has planned for the near future. 
 

 
—Tom Stigall  

Roseate Spoonbills 
by Tom Stigall 

Shooters 
By Tom Stigall 

“There were ibis, egrets,  
cormorants, herons, and roseate  

spoonbills in abundance.” 
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Lake Martin Sunset 
by Tom Stigall 

Cypress Sky 
by Tom Stigall 

 

Water’s Edge 
by Tom Stigall 

“It was after dark 
 

when we arrived 
 

back in 
 

Baton Rouge, 
 

tired but 
 

looking forward 
 

to the next 
 

field trip.” 

Get Out in the Field  
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C.C. Lockwood 
 

Landscape Photography Workshop 
 

Wildlife photographer, writer, naturalist and lecturer C.C. Lockwood is offering a special photography workshop in April, 
2011. The setting will be the former Burden Plantation, 440 acres of green space in the center of Baton Rouge now known 
as the LSU AgCenter’s Burden Center and the site of the LSU Rural Life Museum. Lockwood’s work has earned him inter-
national acclaim as a conservation artist, including the Sierra Club’s Ansel Adams Award for conservation photography. His 
newest book CC Lockwood’s Atchafalaya, revisits the Atchafalaya Basin, which he first explored nearly 40 years ago. 
 

Lockwood is offering the workshop as a fundraiser for The Burden Horticulture Society to assist in its support of the devel-
opment of the Burden Center Master Plan. 
 

The workshop will begin on Thursday, April 7, with a lecture from 7:00-8:30 pm at the Ione Burden Conference Center at 
4560 Essen Lane in Baton Rouge. The lecture will focus on techniques for great landscape photography with emphasis on 
composition and lighting. Field trips, each limited to 15 participants, will be held on April 8th, 9th, and possibly 10th. They 
will be from dawn to 11 a.m., with participants exploring the grounds of the Burden Center for landscape and flower pho-
tography. The workshop will include a critique from Lockwood to help participants choose their best photos. 
 

Because space is limited for workshop participants, those interested are encouraged to register early. Cost: $175. The work-
shop registration form and additional information for the general public will be posted on 
www.burdenhorticulturesociety.com, after November 10, 2010. 

Education Activities 
 

With no workshop in February, we are ready for March and can spend “A Digital Day With Lewis Kemper” at the State 
Archives Museum on Essen Lane.  This is a “Canon Explorer of Light” sponsored activity that is geared to general digital 
photography.  The morning seminar will explore the possibilities of our digital cameras.  The afternoon session about 
“Digital Darkroom” will certainly be of interest to anyone making adjustments to their photos.  Saturday night Mr. Kemper 
entertains us with his “Photo Show of Tibet”.  Time is running out to make your reservations for this eventful day as we are 
nearing auditorium capacity. (We already need to break out the folding chairs!) 
 

April 16th brings another opportunity to hone your photography skills at Bernard Gillette’s “Print Critique Workshop”.  
You need to download the invitation/application form and get your three photos ready for the session.  I think I overheard 
Bernie mention a thick skin is useful when your prints are reviewed.  The presenting panel of experienced photographers 
will give our photos honest critical reviews, helping us to better understand what makes an excellent picture.  This work-
shop will be educational fun! 
 

May 14th Jay Patel will present the “Photoshop Elements Workshop”. 
July 14th Tom Stigall is presenting the “Travel Photography Workshop”. 
November 12th Ken Wilson is presenting a “What You Want for Christmas Workshop”. 
 

We have the library reserved for a session in September and need someone to share their experience with us by presenting a 
workshop on a topic of their choice. 
 

You are encouraged to visit the Education tab on our website for additional details about workshops.  A new item is  
“Guidelines for Presenting a Workshop”.  When we present a workshop at the Public Library it must be free and open to the 
public.  We experienced the effect of an open workshop on attendance at the January workshop where 60% were non-
members. The resulting interest in Louisiana Photographic Society is refreshing and resulting in new memberships. 
 

Your Educational Coordinator (and certainly the audience as well) is relieved our regular meetings do not have time for his 
leading a general discussion of educational topics, especially since public speaking is not in his skills tool kit. 
 

After reading “Mastering Filters for Photography” by Chris Weston I have a better understanding of how digital settings on 
my camera relate to lens filters.  Maybe even garnered an understanding of why one does not want to use the AWB (auto 
white balance) for every shot. For example I have been using AWB exclusively and wondered why my sunset and sunrise 
photos red and orange colors were always muted.  Mr. Weston explains with the camera set at AWB the camera will try to 
compensate for any colorcast.  A white balance setting to Daylight would be better because at this setting the camera will 
record any colorcast at a color temperature higher or lower than average daylight around noon.  I would recommend this 
reading for anyone wanting a better understanding of filters in this digital age.  The print is small but the book has lots of 
pictures and is available at the Public Library. 

—Ray Totty 
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Election to Fill Treasurer Vacancy to Be Held on March 17 
 

Citing increased workload and business responsibilities, Sharon Turner resigned the office of Treasurer of the Louisiana 
Photographic Society effective February 1, 2011. 
 
LPS President Tom Stigall appointed Linda Medine to serve as interim treasurer until LPS members elect a permanent treas-
urer at the regular meeting on March 17, 2011.  Anyone with an interest in serving in this important office should contact 
Tom Stigall before the March meeting.  Tom’s e-mail address is president@laphotosociety.com. 
 
We would like to thank Sharon for her service and commitment to the Louisiana Photographic Society, and wish her contin-
ued success all that she undertakes. 

Deep Blue 
by Earl Arboneaux 

Lake Martin Alligator 
by Tom Stigall Passiflora Incarnata 

by David Arbour 

State Fair 
by David Arbour 
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Notes from the January 2011 LPS Board of Directors Meeting 
 
The Louisiana Photographic Society met at 6:00 pm on January 20, 2011.  Present were Tom Stigall, Elizabeth Mangham, 
Helen Haw, Jay Patel, and David Arbour.  Sharon Turner was absent.  Also present were Ray Totty, Kathy Reeves, and 
Linda Medine. 
 

The board agreed that Tom Stigall would investigate the club's status as a non-profit organization, and to see if the club was 
registered as a corporation with the Louisiana Secretary of State. 
 

Tom also brought up the fact that the club's money is not in an interest bearing account.  Linda Medine explained interest 
bearing bank account limitations. 
 

The board also authorized Tom Stigall to investigate the cost of liability insurance for the club. 
 
Elizabeth Mangham discussed the need for clarification on print sizes for the competitions.  At question is whether the 18" x 
24" maximum size includes the mat and frame, or only the print itself. 
 

The board also discussed the matter of member communications.  The board agreed to greet guests and make new members 
feel welcome, and Elizabeth agreed to have a brief meeting with visitors during the breaks at the monthly meetings. 
 

Following a report on the cost of mailing copies of Focus to club members by David Arbour, it was decided to halt the prac-
tice except in cases of special need. 
 

The board also authorized Linda Medine to establish a special account to handle monies for the Canon Explorer of Light 
seminar that will take place on March 19, 2011.  Linda, Ray Totty, and Tom Stigall will be authorized to conduct transac-
tions using the account. 

Contemplating Fire 
by Gordon Buck 

Solitude 
by Gene Bachman 

Thunderstorm Over Great Sand Dunes 
by Gene Bachman 

Five Years Ago 
 
These are some of the winning photographs from the LPS March 2006 
Monthly Competition. 
 
Competition photos are archived on the Monthly Competition page of 
the Louisiana Photographic Society website found at: 
 
(http://www.laphotosociety.com/monthlycompetition.php) 

I wish more people felt 
that photography was an 
adventure the same as life 
itself, and felt that their 
individual feelings were 
worth expressing. To me, 
that makes photography 
more exciting. 
 

—Harry Callahan 
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February Speaker — Chris Granger 
 
Speaker at the February 2011 meeting was Chris Granger, who has worked as a staff photographer at The Times-Picayune 
newspaper for 16 years, as well as a freelance photographer in New Orleans during most of that time. He is a journalism 
graduate of L.S.U., where he was chief photographer for the Reveille school newspaper. He has done the photography for 
three regional cookbooks, one of which, “Real Cajun,” won a national award, and he has illustrated articles for several na-
tional magazines. His photographic specialties are travel, food, portraits and editorial work. 
 

In his journalism work, Granger is of necessity a generalist, and he engages in no particular specialty at the newspaper. He 
characterizes his newspaper work as ranging from “Presidents to cupcakes,” from breaking news events to community jour-
nalism. This range appeals to him because he has worked at newspapers of all sizes, from school papers to major news out-
lets. Because of the rapid development of news events, he leads what he characterized as a somewhat schizophrenic exis-
tence. News photography is even more hectic now with the advent of cell phones and i-phones. 
 

At odds with the immediacy of news is the reality of rushing to a scene and waiting for hours for the newsworthy moment. 
Granger illustrated the frustration involved with the example of waiting outside a federal courthouse for three hours for the 
appearance of a city councilman. The resulting photograph was taken in an instant during a 60-second interview. Sports 
events are another example, and, in sports, not only must one wait patiently, but vigilantly, for the occurrence of an exciting 
event. Granger has camped out on the fringes of a baseball field for hours, constantly alert for action that, when it occurs, 
will have come and gone in a few seconds. 
 

He describes his approach to imaging as “moments between moments,” a concept voiced by several LPS speakers in the 
past. At a scene or event, he looks for a different angle, a different aspect of a subject, or even something substantially sepa-
rate from the main event. He stresses the importance of this concept when he is just one in a crowd of news photographers, 
all looking for a newsworthy image. An example is a photograph taken during a meeting commemorating Martin Luther 
King Day. He photographed a scene with the word “Martin” visible on a banner attached to a floral arrangement at the 
event, knowing that virtually everyone would know the context from this single word. 
 

When time permits, Granger enjoys setting up scenes of “quiet moments.” He finds a quiet, serene setting (a deserted park, 
for example), locates a likely angle for a good shot, then waits for an interesting person (perhaps even a silhouette), or an 
animal to walk into it. 
 

Granger also tries to insert an “anchor” into each of his photographs. The anchor is some element within the photograph that 
not only adds general interest, but provides a point of focus for the eye of the viewer. At the same time, especially in his 
journalistic efforts, he must deal with scenes exactly as they exist, with little time to set up in advance. In the ubiquitous 
sunset photograph, he suggests including a boat or tree within the scene. He dislikes “podium shots,” which seldom generate 
any interest in a viewer. In one instance, he shot an image, not of the speaker, but of the hands of the speaker, modeled by 
the hands on a sculpture visible in the background. 
 

He spent time in Iraq, photographing the war. He showed images of a night patrol, taken with a flash off-camera, and shots 
of a prison. One of his most poignant images of this venue was that of a soldier and a civilian reaching through and across a 
razor-sharp concertina wire barrier to shake hands. 
 

Like most news photographers in N.O., he did extensive work on the aftermath of hurricane Katrina.  He admitted that dur-
ing that time there were numerous places in New Orleans where he felt more apprehensive for his personal safety than he 
did in Iraq. He displayed numerous poignant and sometimes startling images from that period, including a man feeding wa-
ter to a tiny, abandoned kitten, bodies in body bags being transported in small boats down a flooded street, a woman singing 
spirituals in the Superdome, and a vigilante group going about protecting vulnerable neighborhoods from looting and van-
dalism. Rumors abounded at that time. He was called to investigate and photograph a gymnasium rumored to contain 100 
bodies, and he was relieved to find that the gym was actually empty. 
 

For portraiture, Granger for the most part gets face-to-face with his subject. The face is the most likely aspect of portraiture 
subjects from which a photographer can capture their character. Alternatively, including some element of the subject’s voca-
tion may add vital interest to a portrait. One example was of painter Elemore Morgan, Jr., shown outdoors before his can-
vas, painting a prairie with migratory birds flying over at near sunset. Although for portraiture out of necessity he must of-
ten use flash (off-camera), softboxes and other artificial light, he prefers to use material at hand, such as natural reflectors. 
He often uses window light as the sole source of lighting for a portrait. 
 

—Bob Connell 
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February 2011 Photojournalism Print Contest Winners 

After the Race:  Martin Brown 
by Bob Epperson 

2nd 
Place 

Level 
A 

Time for a Miracle 
by Bernard Gillette 

1st 
Place 

Level 
A 

Hungry Child 
by Kathy Reeves 

Level 
A 

3rd 
Place 

The Need for Speed 
by Earl Arboneaux 

Level 
A 

1st 
HM 
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February 2011 Photojournalism Print Contest Winners 

I Am in a Wedding 
by Linda Medine 

2nd 
HM 

Level 
A 

Bird Banding 
by Debra Babin 

1st 
Place 

Level 
B 

New Orleans Saints Practice 
by Richard Robison 

Level 
B 

2nd 
Place 

En Pointe 
by Helen Haw 

Level 
B 

3rd 
Place 
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February 2011 Photojournalism Print Contest Winners 

Closing 
by Bernard Gillette B&W 1st 

Place 
New Business 
by Helen Haw 

B&W 2nd 
Place 

Carnival in Venice II 
by Sandy Robert B&W HM 

 

Scenes from the Street 

LPS president Tom Stigall captured vice 
president Elizabeth Mangham out shooting 
at the  33rd annual R.O.D.S. Run  held on 
February 4-6 at the Holiday Inn South in Ba-
ton Rouge. 
 
R.O.D.S., the Ramblin’ Oldies of Denham 
Springs car club, is dedicated to the construc-
tion and preservation of pre-1949 street rods. 

New Address 
by Kitty Kuhnert 

B&W 3rd 
Place 






